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The first few months of 5770 have been busy and full of fun.  We have kicked off some more shiurim 
and are delighted with the launch of the Sunday Cheder.  The Village Shul even got a write-up in the 
Ham & High.  Chanukah abounded with activities.  We had a total count of eight Chanukah events all 
of which are mentioned within this newsletter.  A big thank you to all who have helped make these last 
few months so vibrant. 
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I would like to relate a story that tells a timeless message: During the holiday season a little Jewish 
boy once cried to his mother, “Why don’t we have a big beautiful sparkly tree in our home but only a 
tiny Menorah?”  She responded, “There are two answers to your question:  First, we are not a grand 
and powerful nation like those that have the trees; rather we are a small but special people whose 
unique flickering flames can brighten the whole world.  Second, be thankful, stop kvetching and 
remember that you get eight times more presents than they do.”  Most people are satisfied with the 
second answer, yet we try and explore the first. 

Every flame tells a story – the story of our lives.  The bright, rising flame tells us of one's constant 
striving, yearning, reaching ever higher.  The variety of a flame’s colours reflects the rich diversity of 
the human experience.  The warmth and light of the candles teach us to bring the warmth and light of 
the Torah and Mitzvot into our own lives, the lives of our families and the world around us. 

The Village Shul is active in accomplishing an amazing phenomenon – bringing together all of those 
individual Jewish flames and watching the magic happen.  Whether over sushi, a study session, a 
children’s event, a women’s evening or a deep philosophical discussion, you would be amazed at the 
light that we all can create.  

So bring a friend and get involved.  There are no spiritual or religious requirements – just bring your 
flame. 

Rabbi Yisroel Weisz 
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As always, our Shul is only as wonderful as the individuals who make it so.  We warmly embrace 
our returning members and welcome the newcomers.  Your contributions and participation are 
equally invaluable.   

We have had several community-led events including Shul members bringing guests and speakers to 
share their insights and experiences with the congregation.  Elisha Flax arranged a visit from Hope 
for Heroism (please see below) and Nick Lyons spoke about his experience visiting Israeli front line 
soldiers during Operation Cast Lead in Gaza.  We are all the richer for their initiatives so please let 
us know if you have any experiences to share or guests and causes that might be of interest. 

Your opinions and ideas also matter significantly.  To that end, we will be distributing a survey.  It is 
an opportunity for each of you to help us develop our Shul, ensuring it continues to meet the needs 
and aspirations of our community.  Please look out for it and please take a few minutes to jot down 
your thoughts. 

We would like to welcome our newest members: Neil & Ilyce Phillips, Barrie Carmel, Kevin 
Khavarki and the Goldenberg Family. 
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5770 started with a record number of attendees for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  This year we 
looked in-house for cantoral talent and were delighted with Shacharit being led by our very own 
Andrew Freedman and Musaf by Nick Lyons.  Thank you to Ronen Schulman who joined us on 
Yom Kippur for a beautiful Kol Nidrei and Neilah service. 

Simchat Torah celebrations were held at the home of our Chatan Bereishit Eddie and Diane Benisti 
and co-sponsored by our Chatan Torah Rodney Joseph.  There was much singing and dancing to 
celebrate the auspicious occasion. 

Israeli veterans from Hope for Heroism gave an insightful and moving talk 
about their work with injured soldiers.  The organisation was founded 
and is run by wounded soldiers to help other wounded soldiers with the 
creed that no one is better able to help than those who have been 
through the same experience.  Their mission is “to help recently 
injured and disabled soldiers put their lives back together from the 
moment they are injured until they are able to return to productive, meaningful 
lives in the state of Israel.”  In addition the organisation works to improve the public 
image of Israeli soldiers by sharing insights to IDF values and codes of conduct. 

Anyone reading the 19 November issue of the Ham & High would have read a half-page article 
about The Village Shul and its efforts to share Chanukah, and indeed the wonders of Judaism, with 
the Hampstead community.  For those who missed it, we have included a reprint with this newsletter 
on page 7. 
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Once again The Village Shul erected its 12 foot Menorah at the highest point in 
London.  A big thank you goes to Camden Council which, in spite of all the 
construction work around Hampstead and the Whitestone Pond, still managed 
to leave us a lamppost with functional electricity – some of us believe the 
success in this endeavour could only have been a part of the Chanukah 
miracle.   

 
On the first evening of Chanukah, there was a communal Menorah lighting 

hosted by Ellis Green at the CP Plus offices on Flask Walk.  Invited were members of the 
community working in Hampstead who would not have been able to get home to light before Shabbat.  
Of particular interest is that many of those choosing to participate were individuals who had not lit the 
Menorah before but wanted to see what it was all about.  They were treated to lighting, songs and of 
course doughnuts!     

 
On an unusually cold December eve, we 
gathered for what surely will become an 
annual Village Shul Chanukah event: a 
public Menorah lighting ceremony at 
Whitestone Pond.  Crowds drew around the Menorah to light the 
candles, sing songs and enjoy doughnuts and chocolate gelt coins!  

 
 

The season’s first snow fall was not enough 
to deter our revellers at the annual 
Chanukah party.  A big thank you to 
Loretta and Perry Cash for hosting a 
beautiful event which included live 
Chanukah music on the piano and a delicious 
buffet.  A yasher ko’ach to all those who braved the 
weather to join in the celebrations. 

 
The Wednesday night Biblical Reflections shiur has been so popular 
that they threw themselves their very own Chanukah party, complete 
with sushi, latkes and doughnuts.  Thank you to Yonni and Angela 
Abramson for hosting and to all the participants in the rather spirited 
game of dreidel.  

 

See “The Kids’ Corner” section for more noteworthy events such as Chanukah on Ice and the holiday 
activities of our Cheder. ���� ����
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At the Rosh Chodesh Kislev meeting, 
Rabbi Yisroel enlightened us on the 
spiritual meaning of Chanukah and its 
special connection to women.  In the 
story of Chanukah, the salvation of the 
Jewish people came through the 
courage of Yehudit, a true role model whose heroism 
continuously reminds us to stay courageous and stand up for our 

ideals. The message of the oil also reminds us that much like pressuring an olive 
brings out the purest oil, so too we should let the struggles in our lives bring out the purest and 
best within us. We also were joined by The Party Store with a collection of Chanukah 
accessories, gifts and decorations right in time for our procrastinators to do their last-minute 
holiday shopping.  Thank you to Nicole Samson for hosting.  

 

The Rosh Chodesh Shevat Challah baking workshop was as much fun as it 
was informative.  An amazing turnout of women – from never bakers to 

weekly Challah aficionados – 
gathered to learn the mystery behind 
the perfect loaf.  Devorah Leah shed 
light on the significance of the 
mitzvah of taking Challah.  As one of 
the three mitzvot specifically 
commanded to women, the actual mitzvah is the separating 
off a piece of the Challah dough so as not to be eaten but 

rather burned to remind ourselves and express appreciation that all our physical needs and 
livelihood (our ‘dough’) is only a gift from G-d.  Baking Challah from   
scratch also personifies the power of a woman to take raw ingredients 
and form them into something real and edible, and is a metaphor for 
her ability to take a few cells within her body and develop them into a 
living breathing child.   

 Thank you to Nicci Menashe for 
hosting and welcoming clumps of 
dough into her home and all around her 
kitchen.  Once the clouds of flour settled, one could 
see the Hampstead women, under the experienced guidance of 
Mrs. Miriam Gorman, kneading, rolling and braiding their 
loaves-of-love as well as engaging in both debate and tuition as 
many shared their own experiences and secrets for partaking in 

this delicious tradition.  The recipe can be found at www.thevillageshul.org  
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Before�Rosh Hashanah, The Village Shul hosted a Shofar Factory.   
We learned where the shofar comes from and why we blow it on Rosh 
Hashanah.  But that’s not all... all the children got to make their very own 
shofar!  Thank you Rabbi Yisroel and to all our grown ups for helping and 
contributing their extra strength with the hand-saws.  

At this year’s Pizza in the Hut Sukkot party, every child made 
an edible sukkah with wafer walls and sour sticks for schach (green 

apple flavour, of course) and then decorated flags for Simchat 
Torah. They all had the chance to shake the lulav and etrog and 
enjoy a pizza dinner.  Thank you to Astrid and Nick Lyons for 
hosting in their beautiful Sukkah! 

The Village Shul children (and their adults) had the Sobell Leisure Centre Skating Rink 
all to themselves for this year’s family Chanukah on Ice event.  The usual skating rink jingles were 

replaced with Chanukah melodies.  Instructors were on site to ensure 
everyone had a chance to make their way around.  Even Rabbi 
Yisroel was able to show off his skating prowess. The younger 
children had a bouncy castle for their entertainment.  We then lit the 
Menorah together, had a sumptuous dinner ... and yes, more 
doughnuts! 
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The Village Shul Hebrew School/Cheder has arrived!  
Mazal Tov for the extraordinary efforts of those 
committed to making it happen.  The curriculum covers 
Hebrew reading and vocabulary, tefilla, festivals, 
Torah portions and more!  The small classes allow 
much to be covered while also making Judaism fun 
and tangible.  Each week the children are also given a 

chance to guide the discussions and challenge the teachers with questions and open 
discussion on topics about our heritage that are interesting and meaningful to them.     

 
Recently our Cheder children brought their unique brand of Chanukah joy to 

Rueben’s House, a Jewish Care old-age home.  
They delighted the residents with Chanukah 
songs, cards and doughnuts.  Everyone enjoyed 
the experience as we imparted to our children 
the importance of being socially responsible 
and of ensuring the happiness they have is always 
shared with others.   
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The Village Shul continues to establish educational courses to meet a variety of needs and 
interests of both members and non-members alike.    

Devorah Leah was invited by several families from the Highgate Junior School to run a new club 
for the Jewish year three girls.  The club will meet monthly to educate the girls on their Jewish 
heritage and festivals and have a fun time doing so.  The first meeting was a Chanukah 
celebration and learning session.  It was a wonderful afternoon where the girls painted their own 
ceramic Menorahs, learned all about the Chanukah traditions, songs and practices and enjoyed a 
yummy dinner together.  

Wednesday evening’s Biblical Reflections shiur continues as we discover our path in life through 
the lessons of our historical giants.  Thank you to Yonni and Angela Abramson who generously 
and unwaveringly host every week.      

Rosh Chodesh Tefillin and Breakfast club meets monthly in Ellis 
Green’s office on Flask Walk.  The ongoing topic is to analyse the 
Shacharit service, looking at a different prayer each month.  Thank 
you to Anthony Rosenthal for providing breakfast.   

Tune in for more thought provoking learning courses.  Please also join us for weekly shiurim: 

�  Israeli Women’s shiur – Jewish Mysticism – Tuesday mornings 9:30 (please call Rabbi Yisroel 
07976 522 807  for venue and to reserve a place)   

�  Women’s shiur - weekly Torah portion – Monday mornings at the home of Astrid Lyons 
(please call Devorah Leah 07976 522 803 for the address and time) 

�  All welcome – Biblical Reflections – Wednesday evenings 8:30pm – At the home of Angela and 
Yonni Abramson Flat 3B, 5 Rosslyn Hill NW3  

 

We are always happy to accommodate anyone’s interests for topics either in private tuition, 
setting up a new group or just a one-off event. Please contact Rabbi Yisroel or Devorah Leah to 
discuss times and topics. 
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�  To Michael Black on his daughter Amelie’s engagement to Daniel Turgel 
�  To Neville Jossel on his daughter Victoria’s engagement to Mickey Nurtman  
�  To Astrid and Nick Lyons on the birth of baby boy Ariyeh Zalman 
�  To the Lyons Family on the Upshernish of Noah/Yitzchok Chaim Dovid 
�  To Jeffrey and Natalie Israel on the birth of baby boy Ariyeh Shraga 

�   
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�  Family Communal Friday Night 
Dinner – 5 March   

�  Young Adults Friday Night Dinner  
�  New Sefer Torah Dedication 

�  Children’s Purim visit to Rueben’s House care home 
�  Megilla Reading & Purim party – 27 Feb 
�  Family Purim Party – 28 Feb
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Contact:  The Village Shul 
36d Denning Road 
London, NW3 1SU 
Email: shulinhampstead@gmail.com 
Web: www.thevillageshul.org 
 

Rabbi Yisroel & Devorah Leah Weisz 
Yisroel 07976 522 807 
Devorah Leah 07976 522 803 
 

Membership and Sponsorship:  
Karen Paul at 0787 633 8732 
 

Hosting Events: 
Devorah Leah at 07976 522 803 
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